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Eo: 
Amidft all this buſtle, he was never dis 
rectly ſpoken with on the ſubject, excepting | 
for a few minutes, in a ſingle inſtance, and 
that after the perſon in queſtion had ſigni- 
fied his diſpleaſure elſewhere without reſerve: 
The expoſtulation, however, which then took 
place, was received by the Author in a friend- 
ly manner; and he doubts not that many 
who blame him, have been aQuated by the 
beſt motives. The reſpect which he owed 
to his friends, as well as the regard due 

to truth, inclined him carefully to review 
ſentiments which had cauſed ſuch. a fer- 2 
ment. This he has endeavoured to do; 
and he has done it coolly, and at leiſure. 

Ihe reſult is, that he not only retains his 

ſentiments, but, feeling more than ever their 
importance, thinks it his duty to lay them 
before the Public. He hopes that thoſe who: 

| took offence upon hearſay, will now conde- 
ſeend to read that which they have ſo ſtre⸗ 
nuouſly condemned: If, in any degree, he 
has been miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood, 


„ may perhaps do away the un- 
favourable | 
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f favourable impreſſior. In caſes of this kind, 
= however, it is a ſmall thing to be judged 
a of man's judgment. It is not che Author, 
Þ is the ſubject, which. demands atten- 
tion. Truth always rewards. inveſti; gation, 
and it will prevail and operate, when the lit- 
_ tle differences of individuals ſhall have vani- 
ſhed away, a 
Among the obj ations W e his 
Sermon, the Author was much ſtruck to 
find, that none of thoſe which were ſtated 
to him, were either levelled a gainſt the truth 
of his doctrines, or directly drawn from the 
holy ſcriptures; and that no argument from 
ſcripture which he could uſe, in ſupport of 
thoſe doctrines, was ſuſtained as a vindication' 
for his having preached them. The leading 
conſideration urged upon him was, that it was 
 imprudent for any man in his ſituation, to j | 
preach ſuch a ſermon at all, however true the 
doctrines might be. It is fair to confeſs, thats 
he decidedly rejects the principle of this 
_ reaſoning. In all queſtions of Chriſtianity, _ 
he deems it the firſt object to aſcertain the | 
doing 
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— without, 4 
Ie crietb in the chief place ae, 
the gates: in the city ſhe uttereth ber wordt. ' 


OLonoN, in all his glory, did not diſdain to 


attend to the religious inſtruction of his 


| wg.” Not [ſatisfied with employing others, 
he perſonally engaged in the work himſelf; and 
ſeems, in the choice of a name, to have prefer- 7 
red * the Preacher,” to all the eng the] 
tles of royalty. - +: 
His humility was equalled by his diligence. 

PF: Becauſe the Preacher was wiſe, we are told, 
A | "4. be 


121 
« he ſtill taught the people knowledge; yea, 
he gave good heed, and fought out, and ſet in 
order many proverbs. The Preacher ſought 
4 to find out acceptable words, and that which 
6e was written 1 was os PR even words of truth. ”, 
| Feel. xii. 9, 10. 1 
Having not only ä with | aſiduity, but 
committed many of his fermons to writing, and 
. publiſhed them to the world, they form part. of 
the ſacred record of revelation, and remain un- 
to this day, by which means,“ he being dead yet 
« ſpeaketh.” Of theſe ſermons the greater part 
is contained in the book from which we have 
taken our text. The object of this book is 
8 Rated in the beginning of the chapter. 
viſdom and inſtruction, to perceive 
« the words of underſtanding, to receive the in- 
« ſtruction of wiſdom, juſtice, and in 
«* and equity; ; to give ſubtilty to the ſimple, to 
the young man knowledge and diſcretion,” 
ver. 2, 3, 4. After obſerving that the impor- 
nunce of this object is felt by the wiſe, and deſ. 
piſed only by fools, and that the wiſdom of 
which he ſpeaks has its beginning © in the fear 


— 


« of the Lord;“ Solomon proceeds to addreſs * 


an young, ATI _ with the ſimple, he had 
e 


* | 4 


mon warns them that they are likely to be en- | 


manmer in which it doth had been proclaimed 
from the beginning by his ſervants the 8 | 
Phets, and was to be proclaimed afterwards by. 


„ bi might be 


into youth by. godly parents. To their parents ; 


the Wiſdom of God), as well as by the apefles 
and moſt eminent preachers of the goſpel. The 1 
welkge of God, as it is deſcribed in this n += 
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ly ſuppoſed to be fimple themſelves; The f 
principles of religion will be carefully inſtilled + 


therefore the young are exhorted to give earneſt = 
heed. One of the greateſt dangers to which 
youth are expoſed, ariſes from bad example; and 
bad advice. To guard them againſt this, Solo- 


ticed by ſinners; he unveils the infinuating arts | 
of ſeduction; and ſhews the miſchief which ſe- 


5 ducers are ſure to bring in the end upon them- 55 


. Msi 
Oppoſed to the enſnaring attempts of the 


wicked, are the means which godly men feel it 
their duty to uſe, for the advancement of truns 


religion in the world. Under the perſoniſica - 
tion of wiſdom, is given a ſummary of the mi. 
ſage of God to men; and a deſcription of the . ; TY 


his own gon, (ephatically ſtyled the Word and + 4 


* 


; [4] 


ter, would afford a matter own many hs. q 
. courſes. | It i is Not ſo much, however, to the meſ- " 
ſage itſelf, as to the manner in which that meſ- 
ſage is ſaid to be delivered, that our attention 
is directed by the words of our text. In diſ— 
courſing from them, we Me endeavour. to 
ſhew, [4 ZUR BITE How 


I. That the deſcription before us is juſtified 
by ancient and ſcriptural practice; and. 

1I. That ſuch praQtice is not only — 
by ancient example, but is in itſelf right and 
ſuitable, and ought ſtill to * followed as den 
* and n. 


In 1 806 1 The deſcription 0 of our tent 
is 16 Hnftified by ancient and ſcriptural practice. 

A perſon who is accuſtomed to no other mode 
of public religious inſtruction, beſides what * 
ordinarily : carried on in thaſe buildings called 
Churches, Chapels, | or Meeting-houſes, can 
bardly underſtand the words of our text. They 

expreſely aſſert, that wiſdom condeſcends to be 
a field-preacher ; « ſhe crieth without.“ Nay, | 5 

he is a ſtreet - preacher; *ſhe uttereth her voice 

5 in the ſtreets,” What ſeems ſill more degrad- | 


ny 1 
* Sr ” » 
i CS 
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„„ 
ing, ſhe courts pa, « ſhe: ariethy FORO 


* chief place of concourſe.” She is even What 
men will call unſeaſon able and intruſive with 


: 


her leſſons; “ ſhe crieth in the openings of the 


« gates 3” that is, in places where 


fit in judgment, where the people cbme to feek 


juſtice, where the moſt ſolemn earthly affairs arg 
tranſacted, where men have the beſt excuſe, 
which worldly i importance can afford, for decline 
ing to liſten to her call. Nor will ſhe: be filenced 
by the buſtle of ordinary” ſocial life. Without 
regarding din, or hurry, or opulence, or ew, 
in the city ſne uttereth her words. 

Now, extraordinary as all this may an mae, 
even ſa from the beginning. When Enoch, the 
ſeventh from Adam, preached that alarming „ 


mon which is ſpoken of by Jude, it is not likely 


chat he ſtood any where elſe than on the ved -- 
earth, or under any other covering than the 
vault of heaven. Noah, while he prepared an 
ark to the ſaving of his houſe, was a p 
of righteouſneſs to the world around him; 
like his bleſſed Maſter appeared 
the humble garb of a deſpiſed carpenter, a 
amidſt the rude implements of his laborious 
occupation. 215 Juſt Lot preaches. a farewell fer=. 
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mon in 1 ani 
| congregation of devoted. reprobates. Moſes was 
ent to preach, both to his brethren the chil- | 
dren of Iſrael, and to his cruel enemy the bar. 
dened Pharaoh. . Upon proteſting his unfitnefs 
he received an aſſiſtant, but had no building 74 
granted him to preach in as his church. When 5 05 
he and Aaron firſt preached to the'Iſraclites, _ 
they were obliged to go about, and intimate 
their own ſermon. When they preached” to | 
Pharaoh, they ſometimes went een 2 10 
to his palace, and ſometimes ſtopped him 7 99 52 
werd —ů weata ras © 1 
water. Without invitation, they repeated their 1 
unwelcome viſits till they were driven from his 
| preſence, and at laſt threatened with death 
if they ſaw his face any more. Time would 
fail, to mention the itinerant labours of Mo- 
ſes in the wilderneſs, while he rehearſed „ 
law at Mount Sinai in the ears of the peo- 
| ple, and, with Aaron, attended the conſtruc- 
tion, the ſervice, and the many removals of 
the tabernacle. The laſt days: of that vene. 
rable leader were ſpent in the folemn' em- 
ployment of field: preaching; ; and in the book 
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r the ſettlement. of EINE La Ries in he 


pears not to have bona, 7 
ſeem all to have been mene, * field,'or | — 5 
ſtreet preachers. Even thoſe of them who 8 5 
what we would call Divinity Colleges, „„ 
were attended by young men, whom . Fl = 
and who were thence. called © the ſons 3 
refer to the practice of the Ag "T4 4 
times of his ſplendid reign; and: perh a 
the very mode of his rſonal exertions,. He 
who had been honoured to build the temp le eee 
| Jerulem, and who at ity dedicates, bad | 


- ſpread- forth his hands to Lease in prayer 1 ; | 165 185 1 
this illuſtrious and King thought it no diſs). '1} F 1 9 ; 
| paragement.to his character, to ( ery; without; 


* 4 q 
* 74 « 
46 s TREO . | 
2 , ; 
1 to utter his voice in the B 
N N # p 1 k , / * 
55 by hy F * y . 7 
1 8 % 4 4 1 
4 4 * +. I - . . 
1 - 5 \ * 3 | : 2 4 p * + Ry 
| 8 5 3 FGETS nn Ch . „ 1 
f 4 1 * « n © N "+ &* . , * 
5 : "3: og Fi” | 5 — i K 44 ; 9 FY B 6 i 1 . 1 ; Oe, 4 2 FA 4 N * 5 . F 
3 bs EE . CCTV enn N N 5 5 8 
5 | | W448 5 e LIRA 3 3 95 ; 
R : ? ” } ; 4 2 5 p ; 75 
x N 1 1 % 09 \ F . P 
. da... * * % 
7 * 8 
4 i ? : py 
i * 1 # 'l *% , S 2 * 6 5 
8 | : H 1 ks 1 ; 
% - Yy 
x 4 # : 1 
1 2 * Yo z * * f 1 F % 
1 bn 1 
? - = . ad 
N - — 1 4 4 ; * 
8 « o w * * 
* * : 1 8 
+ — - ; 2 4 
= - , & 
» g 
1 P 4 2 \ 
7 : 1 7 1 : ” 
* 1 * 4 ; " . : Wh 


- % * 
2 " 6% . F 
i q — * 175 
| % — 
[2 - - 12 * 
x b * af L, 7 \ * N 4 : 
7 * * 4 
0 , $.? — * by 
f ; 3 [ . . 
f I 4 * * * 
' 5 A « 5 
by . 1 — | 4 « * } a 7 
. ; : 
* Ay 7 0 6% k * 4 { Fo 4 
* * * 1 % * a * 1 
## N „ 4 > : 
* — * N / 8 N 


* 9 f . # * ry ? / 
L 4. # * : 9 
ff 7 73 > of | 
- 7 £5: ö 
A RIS  » - oF: , N 
1 . — 4 i- a $ 
* # 
. 1 
3 = "3; 
. p 4 4 „ % * 
8 15 
1 > ; ; 4 a oft of 
Xt * ; 4 ES 
41 * 9 . Þ:; 


Ju . 1 chief place of contonrſs, in als openings of | 

| *. the gates; in the city to utter his words. bl 

| y 5 In like manner, (2 Chron. xvii. 7, 8, 9.) we 

i find Jehoſhaphat ſending a company of princes, . it 

1 and levites, and prieſts, or, as we would ſay in N 
720 
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ne language of clergymen and laymen,*to 
teach in Judah, to take the book of the law of * 

: „the Lord with them, and to- gb about through- 3 5 
4 out all the cities of Judah, and teach the peo- > IP 
ple.“ Thus alſo, we find Iſaiah, who is thought 


F | the conduit of the upper pool; Jeremiah, of the 


of Hinnom, and at the gate, as well as in the 
cCourt of the temple. Amos ſaw his viſion, When 
he was among the herdſmen of Tekoah, and; 8 
although a layman and a peaſant, received cou- + 8 
| rage to publiſh it without. fear at Bethel, A. 
maꝛiah the prieſt; whoſe real cauſe of offence 1 


ef Jadah. and there eat bread, and propheſy 


to have been of the ſeed royal, propheſying at 


prieſthood, propheſying i in the valley of the ſon _ 


was the prophet's faithfulneſs, oppoſed him un- 

der pretence that he was guilty of conſpiracy. | 
Although he could not prove the charge, he at 1 
all events inſiſted upon excluding him from the 
. pulpits of the eſtabliſhed church. O thun 
* ſeer, ſaid he, go, flee thee away into the land EY 


« there, 735 
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88 and the Lord ſaid' unto me, Go propel n. e 
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+ there.” But propheſy: not again any more of e 
ace For it is the King's chap and it be e 


King's court. | Amos-confeſled/witha 5 — 


ple his humble origin, but was not tere 5 N 
t ſacerdotal mandate from aſſerting and fulfil- 21007 
| ling his ; commiſſion. | Then anſwered 5 1 
Amos, and ſaid to Amarziah, I was no prophet, ES 
neither was Ia prophet's ſon; but I was an 122: 


+ herdſman, and a gatherer of ſycomore fruit, Reg Ie 
And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, 


to my people Iſrael,” Amos vii. 12 15. _ 
; After ſo many examples, under the kings of 5 5 : : 
Alrael and Judah, it will be leſs ſurpriſing to whe „ 


ſerve the ſame practice during the captivity,'o „ 
immediately after the reſtoration.” Thus Ele: 33 
xiel propheſied among the captives: y th n 
of Chebar. Eura, the prieſt, preached Dal hs. OT” 
„ they ſat in the ſtreet of the W 
God, Ezra x. g. Again, Neh. vil. t. we N 


the people gathered to hear Ezra, in the 41 11 
that Was before Fe aten and upon th 750 17 65 : i 

pon a pul- | 8 
1 oo. whom clin hi N r 


they had made for the N g 
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After the Babyloniſh captivity, it was a 
conſidered as one of the beſt expedients for pre- 


to promote amongſh all ranks the knowledge of 
God, and of his law, and to excite all through- 
f out the land to join regularly i in the public wor- 
ſhip of the only true God. For their accommo- 
dation, ſynagogues came, in proceſs of time, 
to be erected. Every ſynagogue had its fla. | 
ted governors and preſident, that the pub- 
lic ſervice might be decently conducted, and 
that the people might be inftruted | in the * 
cred writings. 

Reſpecting theſe e it may PR oh.” 
ſerved, that they were the reſult, not of expreſs | 


divine inſtitution, but of rational piety, and en- | 
lightened zeal. Like the Sunday ſchools. of the 


preſent day, they had the ſanction of general 
precepts to diffuſe, and cheriſh knowledge, and 
were entirely congenial to the ſpirit of the law, 


though not preſeribed by any of its ſtatutes. | 


Like the modern inſtitution juſt referred to, 
they were alſo extremely uſeful, having, under 


venting the people from. relapſing into idolatry, | 


f 


4 


the divine bleſſing, been. very likely the prinei- : 5 


pal means of preventing the revival of idolatry, 5 5 


which had e ſuch accumulated calamities 


: ö 5 


K 11 15 
on the country ; ; aki accordingly, cheyaſts Wa 


received the countenance of Jeſus Chrift and bis 


Apoſtles, who were” Pere. in _ habit we mane cone 
the ſynagogues. e ee en % ee E4 

As ty were vane without exprefs command 
from God, ſo they ſometimes it leaf were built 


voluntarily and at the expence of ptivate '' "Rn. 


viduals. Thus we read of a Centurion Wo 


loved the Jewiſh nation, and had built them a 
| ſynagogue. But perhaps this houſe, after it was 


built, needed to be recognized by eccleſiaſtical . 
authority, and to be received (to uſe modern \ 
language) either as a new erection, or as a. cha- | 


pel of eaſe. If this was the caſe, andif fynagogues 


were built all over the country in ec 


of legal eſtabliſhment”; it was quite confiſtent _ 


with the Jewiſh conſtitution, in which there Was 
not what has been called an aliiance betten 
church and ſtate, but where church "ani ſtate 
were: abſolutely one and the ſame. CEE 

| Synagogues have been andes | as anf 0 


ing among the Jews, the like purpoſes” with | 
pariſh churches among us Chriſtians!” Tude 


certainly had a reſemblance ſo far, that bs 
were deſtined for public worſhip; and both 


a ruler to conduct it. But the moe of the % 
| ons 1 eee + 
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of being. ſhut, as pariſh churches. ſometin 
_ againſt itinerant preachers, they ſeem to Have 


— 
— 


rulers of the ſynagogues ſoon began 


11 


5 ſynagogue ah not appear to WERE n 
diction through a certain diſtrict, like a Pariſh 
miniſter ; neither was he. underſtood to have 
the ſole richt of officiating. in the ſynagogues | | 
| Synagogizes were certainly much morggume- 
rous than our pariſh..c y) Were 


hurches, for th 


appointed to be built wherever there were ten 


perſons of full age, and free condition; and EY 
- ee 8 . A 


& 3 24 wF+ 


been univerſally at their ſervice, and to e. 
always afforded them in every place an oppor- 
tunity of meeting with a congregation. The 5 


to oppoſe our Saviour, and often afterwards 
their congregations joined with them i in caft, 
ing his Apoſtles out of the ſynagogue. But 
that perſecution aroſe. from the. corrupt teme 
the ene and n its e ching 
fall. . ij HE Ge: 

As ſy ynagogues Ro. built for *y, N 
of the. people, ſo public ſeminaries or ſchools | 
were formed, wherein thoſe who. were deſtined 
to teach, others, were to be taught themſelves. 
en, ſcagols were pre perly, e we ont 
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ell divinity colleges; ; 


tion, but certainly of great =y ö 
rally ariſing from the former. 
dern ſeminaries, while pro 


they were no doubt favoured with the divine | 
ceountenance ; but when they æume t0-be-held 

in higher veneration than the ſynagogues | „ 

which, they were intended to ſerve e; ben re 3 

doctors of the. law affected to multiply the high = 
ſounding titles of Rabbi, Rabbi; wben the be- 1 
y diſciples; prided themſelves in the ſect to 
which they delonged,. and all in one way or . 12 
other taught for doctrine: commandment? 
of men; they; ceaſed. to ander the end ; - OM 
of. their 1 Int reateit | 
obſtacles pollible te uy 1 mart of muh and r 
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our Saviour's heavieſt woes were de 7 | < l 
gainſt them. From their degeneracy and 7 1 
Chriſtians may learn what: to think . 9 

demic bigotry and pride; of ſaleable WEE 
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degrees; and of excluſive privileges which: 
ter the indolence of the 
obtrude him upon the church. without « 
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/ were liable: 2s coveiipaien: and abuſe; our \m6ft 0 | 
1 important remark concerning them, at preſent. 
A is, that whatever might be the degree of their 
1 utility, they were not ſuſtained. by God; as a ſuſf. 
ü ficient proviſion for the religious inſtruction 7 
if the people. The well attended colleges did not 
prevent the miſſion of John the Baptiſt, nor that 
Ny of the apoſtles; neither did the ſynagogues ſu- UE 
vpeexſede their itinerancies, "Although all the y- 

* nagogues in the country were open to our 3 4 

| i: 7 viour, he: yet added to his 1 bou in them, t „ 
ö 5 5 more enlarged. exertions of . crying e. 1 
| 


The wilderneſs, the river's ſide, the ſea ſhore; 
the mountain, the corn fields, the high way, the 

4: Villages of Galilee, the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and FAR 

1 . the porch of the temple, were all honoured as . 

1 | | Places where Jeſus Rs to — "— 9 

| | 5 | AI of heaven. LOL HEE af 125 . = 

J diſciple was not greater thaw bin ond ta 7 On 
is a country not ſo extenſive as Scotland, no leſs | 


1 5 than ſeventy itinerunts were ſent forth by our 8a- CT 
38 viour, to ſeek the loſt ſheey of the houſe of Iſrael. 
. Ik̃he very firſt conſequence of the effuſion of the | 
=! Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecoſt, was ſtreet- | 
lit 4 © . | prenching.> It would be endlefs to ſpeak der 
ll 1. | __ and Paul, and —— and the rel ef 
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the great company of thoſe 
word of God. It may be in general aſſerted, 
that in the primitive propagation of 'C 
ty, eſpecially as to the labdurs among the Gen- 75 
tiles, though the chutches were com 
fied within doors, they were chieſiy 


5 preaching Without. 7 IgE S 
| Thus have we ſhown, that the deſcription of | 
f fied by ancient and ſer 


1 deſcend h the ſucceſlive ages of. the 
church, ee ee day, and to-ſhew, „ 


that the goſpel has, at no period, a anden nd 
country, made any . 
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experienced any remarkable revival, without the / | > 
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pPreaching deſcribed in our text has, in modern 


vive it have often excited ſuſpicion, It ſeems ' 
proper, therefore, that the ſubje& ſhould be 
viewed on all ſides, and that we ſhould be wil. 
ling to diſcuſs its intrinſic merits, as well as to 
| Rig the authority.of precedent in its fayour, 


f the ireets, and fields, and wherever an oppor- 1 95 


men, ſeems equally evident from the nature of 3 yy 
the goſpel, and from the ſtate of the World!. 


goſpel is the glad tidings 


to every creature, 15 
fle ſh can be ſaved. But men are blind to their 
| Rs” From the! — ® 


1 


eite Mate Irre le es EA N 
practice, both may and ought to be obſerved in ; N 
all ages of the church. This opinidn, however, 

is not univerſally admitted, at leaſt not without 
very great limitations. Beſides, the manner ß 1 


times, fallen into general neglect among all. 
the churches; it is regarded by many as ex-. 
tremely contemptible; and endeavours to re- 


That the goſpel, then, ſhould be preached in 


tunity can be obtained among the haunts of 


„The whole worldelieth in wickedneſs. The . 
of ſalvation to fingers | 
through: Jeſus Chriſt. pe e are commanded to 

go into all the world, and preach th / goſpel _ 
And without the goſpel, no 


y are e indifferent 0 


10 5 85 1 5 about 


K OY 1 e 
Nan! tlie goſpel, and” as bon As they e 250 
be acquainted with its docktines, "vas they) 
Alſo feel its ſaving power, they p pf oceed from: in 
dilference, poſitively to hate it. " Suppoſe, heb, 3 
as many religious houſes built as you pleaſe. | 
Theſe will accommodate men wWo are Chriſtians * - 
already. They will be nutferies for the church, 
where the children and ſervants f Cbrig iat 
may be brought up in the nurtüre and aal | 
tion of the Lord, and b) the divitie blellitg Pe- She 
dome ſpiritually alive to” God" thiblgh” Tits - 
_ Chriſt. They will eve en be the vectifionAl reſort 
of ſtrangers, and men Whoare pf promy pred' 10 3 | 
end by curioſity, by tlie dere df fling 5 fault, 
or by baſe hypocrify, wahle Weit ce 888. | 
ments of divine grace. f all propheſy, fays | | 
the apoſtle, and there cone in ohe that belie. | | 
«yeth' not, or one unlearbed, lle is Cönvin ited © 
« of all, he is judged of all; and this fre 177 
« ſecrets of his Heart ade manifeſt; and W 
_ * filling down on his face, he will worſhip God, | 
and report that God is in you of a trutk wt | 
I Cor. xiv. 245 2 25• Let none therefore. ſuppoſe | 5 WE 
that any thing-we, nom day i is either .intended; * 
or has itſelf a tendency to take from the impors - 
; Fn of ſtated * of worſhip. We truſt, it 
C X „ any 
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may be faid af; ons as to lach places, that che 


were born there, and that there they are edifi- 


Yi b 488 


ed. | Wherever a church exiſts, that church 


- "3 #6 


will be | in the, habit © of meeting together in one 
. place. We do not therefore ſet aſide, or under- 15 


| value buildings for worſhup; we only deny their : 


R | * 
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preaching of the goſpel to every creature? Be- 
Aides, men ſoon transfer their hatred to the gol. 
pel, from the thing itſelf, to the "tated places for 
preaching it it. What ſome of t them do from per- 
verſeneſs, their children do from education, their 


. 4 44 


ſervants, dependents, and many of their e 


bours do from example, intereſt, and mere i 


. 29. 


' rance, and this progreſs goes on, till there i is e- 
i very where, even in the moſt enlightened coun- 
tries, ſuch as this, a vaſt body of people n 
their very infancy, utter ſtrangers to. the houſe. 


” 


of God 2. Shall theſe men be left to periſm in 
their fins, while God is ng] Bedi deen 


„This argument 1 on the fuppotition, My pO our 
buildings for worſhip may be called . kouſes of God; 
F But ĩs ĩt weis. 
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a [-ſufficiency. Their utility we have fairly ſtat- 
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0 mighty wo orks of Chriſt ad been done in = 
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as 6 5 ſoners of hope? ? Whe knows, whe bethert | 

moſt abſtinate may not yet be faved?. Ik th . 
in yr 3441; 9 
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dom an Gomorrah, WS, would have re repented. 
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lon ago duſt and aſh aſh How then tl ws 
inn 4 122A 3226 wy f 92 La 
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between t eir right hand | and their left, as 
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; 11 Oo . AN uy The . 
to the wa 7 of falvation? The : y will'p ro * 
nnn "he IL 1117 bh 4 104 22. * 
never enter a church, becaule 1 As ey never w 
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if we would caſt ourſelyes | in their w - If we, 
1 4 > $334: © Be * 70 M 
would e carry the goſſ pel t o chem. where: we know 
we ſhall find them, though, no doubt, bufied j in 


n 2 139 As 


£6 6 SS KJ 


other purſuits; 3. the | prophecy would again be. 


A I. 1 


fulfilled, » The people which fatin darkneſs faw | 
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« great | U ght; and to them which fat. ip the 87 


79 


Sion and ſhadow of death, 
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torious, tut oh: i ; umber who atend maceting'for 

hundreds never hear the goſpel of Chriſt at all? Many 
reaſonings and declamations in direct oppoſition to c-. 
icription'to artis thi apt Pans fa: 
teachers the means of difſe | 
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ſcriptural, the doftrines ad © preached are va X rious, incon- 


upon itn 
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| Mat. iv. 16. « The people of Chriſt would te." 
7 146 willing 3 in the day « of his power. * The def. 55 * 
| piſers might” wonder. and periſh, but v we mould 
de clear of their blood. Whatever may be the 
7 prevailing negligence of churches as to this point, 
( the. will of Chriſt reſpecting it, is indiſputable, 
5 A certain | man, ſaid he, made ; a great 7 * 0 
1 and bade many, and ſent his ſervant at- ſup. 
6 pet time, to ſay to. them that were bidden. 8 
1 Come, for all things are now ready. And 
4 they all with one conſent began to make en- 
7 uſe, The firſt ſaid unto him, 1 have bought 
«a piece of ground, and I muſt needs go. and 
« ſee it: I pray thee have me excuſed. And 
5 another ſaid, I have bought five yoke of « oxen, 
74 and I 1 go t to o prove them: 1 pray thee have,r me | 


Ms EI. 


66 a wife, fl therefore Ic TAY come. 80 . 

1 « ſervant came, and ſhewed his lord theſe thin AY 
Then the maſter of the houſe being angry. 
* {aid to his ſervant, Go out quickly into the 

« ſtreets and lanes of the city, and bring in hi- 

ther the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 5 

« and the blind. And the ſervant ſaid, Lord, 5 
« it is done as thou haſt commanded; and yet” 

6: * there 1 room. And the lord aid unto the 15 | 
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* ſervant, Go. out into W N 25 5 
_ © 09; and compel them to come in, that ar, „ 
4 houſe may be filled. 14 For 1 ſay unto 


7 unto 


that none of choſe me zen which were bidden en, 2 
taſte of my ſupper.” Luke, xiv; 16—2 44 
. Another argument in; favour of field-preach- 
ing, may be taken from, its influence. on the 
Preacher. A; little reflection will convince us, 


| that no other kind, of baren. has ſo. imme - 


; HG 
„ Some have fig, that the ſubje&t of this bene w ber „ 

tainly of very little importance in Scotland, where it 12 fo 85 

common to have ſermons out of doors at diſpenſing the Lord's 135 


ſupper. But; not to mention the many abuſes that belong to RED! 5 
this cuſtom, and that after all it but partially obtain, ahd is 
going into deſuetude, it is obyiouſly quite different from tb 5 
ancient and ſcriptura! practice for which we contend. |. Tes. 


ſermons at diſpenſing the Lord's ſupper are for the ac . 
dation of thoſe W o would 80 t to church, but cannot get idr Ml f 155 5 

whereas preaching without, as bere pled for, i is to call th p 

who are going about their bufineſs and amuſements, thoſe w 0 3 5 

are far from tated ordinanees, thoſe who might never think” 9 LI 

ae, fouls at all but a agar 1 
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come directly to the wants, the convictions; the 
defſires, and the preſpec᷑ts bf thoſe towhom they 
£7 are addreffed. Th * advintages of ſuch a  fitu- u 15 ; 
ation were appateat | in the miniftry even of our 


als and: Berti: A the Font 8 wilt EN 


the mere” haplain in ofdinaty.” A8 the” ad 


geliſt advances his ideas expand. As he preach- 
es; His mind is elevated BY the varied expreſſion : 


1. 


at che mixed congregation, 'by all the peci 
ties of the ſurr 

vens and the earth which are in waiting to al. 
fiſt him. His interviews with men of different 
places atid of all dbfen tio 


1 
5 


unding ſceite, by both the Heu- ; 


/ Bicreafe His Know. 1 
Ihe of kiimair nätüre. He'gets acqualtited 


with the habits of thinking and practice peculiar 5 


to every claſs. He learns to ſpeak to every man 
in his own” way. Hts private converſation,” 


CART 


therefore, and his public diſcourſes, inſtead of 


tiff unintereſting common- place remark, borrom- , 


ed from books; or excogitated in the eloiſter, 


bleſſed Lord. As he went about all the cities 


and villages, he was moved with compaſſion. 


. 


when he the multitudes." His ſermons were A | 


occaione{t® ö 
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Gepe had wit? haiitls, fo is the ſptiere of the _ 10 4 
feld-Prenchäng evangelift, wider than that of 


1 K 


0 Ls 


the conduct of ot 


tions are evidently | 
objects at the time! in ws "Thy _ his wa 
5 0 mount, 5 7 to, the city, gyer 
ſet on a. hill, lad 
up anne b. 
1 they 
mention, under this 
head, the impre  ikely ta be made. by Beld- 
preaching upon. the wind, ef the beam Rr 
, | ag. 
xppoſed. inc | 
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I cious, and yet no means can be male for their . : 
- benefit, ſince they will not meet with us, unlefs 

we watch our opportunity to meet with them 8 
what is to be done? Shall we let them periſl. 

becauſe it is aukward to be ſeen crying with- 5 

out? becauſe ſome may wonder, and others 
may be angry, or uncivil? It is certainly un- 
pleaſant to ſee ſacre: "things treated with con- 
. tempt, or indignation. But this muſt be ſub⸗ 1 
mitted to; if we preach the goſpel at all. Some ai 
will * mock, in every caf Others, however, ON 
will believe to the wing of their ſouls. Let us 

beware leſt our fears about the indecency of the 2 

practice do not ariſe from tenderiieſs of ourſelyes 
rather than concern for the honour of the truth. 
The honour of the truth Will be beſt ſecured by. 

its general diffuſion. The power of the golpe! 
is not unequal to the converſion even f of the 

profligate and the rude. / "Nay, the groſsly ig- 
norant, the openly wicked, the profane ſcoffets 

_ themſelves, tlie refuſe of our ſtreets and our high- 
ways, are, humanly peaking, more likely to re- 
ceive conviction, and th be awakened” to fe. 


rious concern about the ſtate of their ſouls, that 
nement e 


A the men of literature and refine 
manners, of reſpected character, of ſatisfied con- 
1 | ſccience, 


[25.1] 


ſaincien; and of flfopprobatiete;: T0 fuck, * : 
ſus ſcrupled not to make the offenſi ve yet faith- 


ful declaration, © Verily I ſay unto you;'that the 

« publicans and the harlots 80 into the kingdom 
„of God before you. For John came unto you 
in the way of righteouſneſs, and ye believed 
him not: but the publicans and the harlots 

believed him. And ye, when ye had ſeen it, 
4 repented not de . that ye pr n 
him.“ Mat. xxi. 31, 32. 


Field - preaching is not ſo il caloulatedi to.com- 
e ae ebenen and reſpect, as ſome. of its 


opponents may be apt to believe. I allude not 


here to its novelty, for that I truſt will every 
day be diminiſhed, It is attended with circum- 
ſtances of a more permanent and valuable na- 


ture. When the inhabitants of a place are ſe- 


riouſly addreſſed by a ſtranger in their fields or 
their ſtreets, upon the great things which belong 
to their peace; if prejudice have not been excit- 


ed in their minds, they will naturally be impref- 4 


ſed with the appearance of fortitude, ( activity, 
ſel5-4enj, and difimentied . th W | 
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- ® Ta nocaſe ſhould pregchers of the Cond adenoma N 


from ſtrangers, as wages for their preaching. The Nabourer is 
indeed worthy of his hire, Where a church is formed, they 


D that 


3 


[26] 


and local eſtabliſhments for religious infirugion, 
the preacher is protected by expreſs laws, and 
by all the powerful ties of acquaintance and 
good neighbourhood. His ſituation is generally | 
made comfortable as to temporal things. His 
rank in ſociety is conſidered as reſpectable. 
And his emoluments may ſometimes be ſuch as 
to offer a temptation to the mercenary. Theſe 
advantages are often ſuppoſed by the irreligious 
to be his real incentives in the diſcharge of his { 
duty. He preaches, ſay they, becauſe he is paid | 
for it. Whatever be his creed, no doubt his bu- 


ſineſs is a very Ar one. Ag no farther, 
| | except 
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| that 1 of the paſtor's ſpiritual things, will feel i it their | 
duty, where he needs it, to make him partaker of their tem- 
poral things. The itinerant alſo may inquire, who, in any 
place, is worthy, and when received into a houſe, he may 
there abide, eating and drinking ſuch things as are ſet befpre | 
him, and accept of what aſſiſtance may be offered to bring him 
forward on his journey. But to make any demand, to aſk pe- 
cuniary compenſation, even to receive any thing beyond the 
ſupply of immediate wants, would only be to bring reproach 
on the gofpel, to di :ſgrace the truly zealous, to open a door 
for impoſture, and to ſecure to the deceiver his reward. * For 
Chriſt's name ſake, let the 1 itinerant go forth, taking nothing 
« of the Gentiles.” 3 John, 7. If he need ſupply, let that be 
afforded by his brethren at home, to whom his charatter i N 
known, and by whom his work i is approved, = 
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extept perhaps to grumble at their ſhare of ec- 


clefiaſtical aſſeſſments, they leave the parſon to 
follow his trade, while they follow their own, 


as if their reſpective occupations were quite up- 
vn a level. But when a man, to whom they give 


nothing, calls upon them to confider their ways, | 


this is ſomething different from the ordinary 


courſe of human affairs. When they ſee a ftran- 
ger expoſing himſelf to the fatigues of travel- 


ing, to the various manners of all claſſes, and e- 
vidently ſeeking not theirs, but them; they can- 
not but allow that he ſeems at leaſt to be con- 
vinced of the truth and importance of his doc- 
trines himſelf. From obſerving the conſcien- 
tious principles of others, the tranſition is natu- 
ral, to ſerious inquiry reſpecting their own. 


When the mind is thus far intereſted, the iſſue L 


is hopeful. Great as is the ignorance and pre- 


zudice of human nature againſt the goſpel of the 


grace of God, if the attention can only be fix- 


dd, if levity and a worldly ſpirit can be repreſ- 
Ted but for a time; a breach is made in the 
walls of the auen ;. the preacher, ſeizing. the 8 
critical moment, preſſes on to the” aſſault ;-ahd | 
where the Lord has a work to perform. the fn C 


cannot hold out ; be may diſpute every inch of 
nn, 


* 5 


6 26 ] 
1 but his ne is broken, and, in the 199 
end, ſurrender he muſt. Ho numerous are the | 
inſtances of ſuch victories as theſe, in the hum- 
ble hiſtory of itinerant preaching! The we- 
* pons of our warfare are not carnal, but might 
2 through God to the pulling down of ſtrong "543 
holds; caſting-down imaginations, and every 
« high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity N 
« every thought to the obedience of . 5 
2 Cor. x. 4, 5. | 
What has been ſaid might nn be duft 
cient to recommend the practice of field- preach⸗-⸗ 
ing, were it not that many plauſible objections 
have, with now worthy. been N againſt 
EE it. 15 
The firſt of theſe, of which we ſhall take n 
Ee is drawn from the ſuppoſed refinement « 
modern times. In a period of high antiquity, j 
in a fimple and rude ſtate of ſociety, field- 
preaching, it will be allowed, was neither un- 
common, nor improper. But ſuch a mode of 
inſtruction, is conſidered by many, as altogether | 
unſuitable now, when men are accuſtomed to 
luxurious accommodations, and ſeem too faſti- 
ous to 0 mec even the moſt ſacted things, 
unleſs 
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unleſs they oome recommended by xc} FRY 
coration. In reply to this objection, it may 
be juſtly contended, that field- reaching has 


all the elegant ſimplicity, without any of the 


forbidding rudeneſs of ancient times. To aſſo- 
ciate it in the mind, with circumſtances of mean- 

neſs, is to cheriſh falſe taſte, and to form our ha- 
bits of thinking, upon partial views, and vulgar 
prejudices. The character of the money ga- 
thering itinerant impoſtor, is indeed highly con- 
temptible, whether he profeſs to vend drugs for 
the body or the ſoul. The ſituation of even the 
faithful preacher, if he be poor, and occaſionally 
treated with inſult, may ſeem to a tranfient ob- 


ſerver abſurd and ridiculous, as well as diſtreſs. 


ſing. But in theſe caſes, the thing is confound- 
ed with adventitious circumſtances. Whatever 
it may be made by concomitant diſadvantages, 
| field-preaching is itſelf a mode of inſtructing 

mankind, at all times, and in every ſtate of ſo- 
ciety, reſpectable at once for its'extenf ve prd6« 
ticableneſs and commanding power. Wo does | 
not know, that claſſical oratory has erer been 
the oratory of the open air? Is that practice 
contemptible, which gave to both the pale 
mw and the ſtateſmen of Greece and Rome 


{iT 


their laſting celebrity? Shall we ſay, that l 
« ing without,” is only then to be deſpiſed; 
when the ſubject is of infinite importance and 
univerſal concern? Inimical to the gofpel as 
men are, it might perhaps be proved, that field: 
| preaching, ſo far from having any thing in its 
ſelf deſpicable, has the very reverſe, and i in fact, 
has never failed of ſecuring reſpe&, when praQti. 
ſed with any tolerable degree of ability, except 
where perſons intereſted in oppoſing it, have 
ſet themſelves by tumult, to obſtruct its opera- 
tion, or by calumnies, to bring it into artificial 
diſrepute. And after all the exertions of its 
opponents, its native excellence ſtill appears 
by its aſtoniſhing effects. To: ſay that men 
muſt be won by external accommodations. and 
decoration, is not to ſay that they are refined; 
it is to charge them with the imbecillity, and 
the undiſtinguiſhing prejudices of a ſtate of bar. 
bariſm. Were ſuch arts ever ſo efficacious, they 
would be totally inconſiſtent with the ſimplici- 
ty and godly ſincerity of the goſpel. Never 
ſurely can the faithful preacher riſe ſo high in 
expectation, as when he feels himſelf diveſted 
of every thing extraneous ; when he has no au- 
) —_— but the word of God, and no depen- 
nn 
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dence, but the promiſed bleffirig: Suppoſe how- 
ever for a moment, that field-preaching were. _ 
calculated chiefly for the ſimple: and rude, are 


not ſuch numerous now, as well as in ancient 
times? A progreſs has indeed been made in 
vilization, but ſurely it is not yet complete. If 
then the refinement of ſome, point out the pro- 
priety of building elegant houſes for their ac- 
commodation, when we would preach to them; 
does not the ſimplicity and the rudeneſs of o- 


thers, by parity of reaſon, require, that we meet 


them on their own ground, that we enter their heir 
humble walks of life, and in ſome meaſure a- 


dopt their homely manners, that we een b 


an opportunity of beſpeaking their attention. 
Condeſcenſions of this kind will be deſpiſed on- 
ly by thoſe, who de ns nnn ö 
mind of mange dd m hg eee 

Another iel dion dies: IN ug. tol Held 
prenchivig that it is hoſtile to the order and 
ſafety of the church. The ſhort anſwer to this 


is, that if the practice be according to ſerip- 


ture, the order of every chureh either does 0 


ſhould, make proviſion: for its continuanee; nor 
can that which ought to be recognized in ban 4 


nne ever endanger the ſafety of a 


church. 85 
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Shark, But taking churches as they are, . 


can that affect the order of the church, which is 
exerciſed, not in the church, but amongſt the men 
of the world. Field-preaching does not interfere 
with the church, either in her worſhipor her difci- 


pline. In as far as ſhe is a church of Chriſt, it tends 
to increaſe her numbers, and to promote her pro- 


ſperity. There is no faithful paſtor of any deno- 


ed in the work of the Lord, by the preaching 


of the-goſpel in the ſtreets and in the fields. It 
is not there fore the church that is in danger 


from this practice; it is the corruption of the 


church, the error of her tenets, the evils of her 
adminiſtration, the pride, the lazineſs, the pro- 
fligacy of her clergy, the dead profeſſion of her 
other members. Theſe are the things, where- 
ever they exiſt, that are likely to be injured by 
that for which we contend; and OE 
will bewail their deſtruction 25 8 

But how, it may be aſked, mall we and a- 
Nina the itinerant and field-preaching of er- 
ror? Againſt the preaching of error, in any way, 
there is no abſolute ſecurity, except in ſo far as 


it is curbed by the Head of the church. But 


were the diſcipline of the church in a proper 
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gour , every Ohr at mar, elbe 
with gifts, would be ericottage! to go forth ad 
preach, "whenever. he could get opportunity.” 
No-pirſon would be allowed to temai in her 
communiorr, who was fo ignorant, or fo wicked, 
as to preach whit was bad. As to perſons Who 
have no Chriſtian communion, the church of 
Chiift tas as little” concern with them, ab wth 
mountebanks or ttrolling players. To refuſt 
her fatrction to itinerancies would not leffen) but 


rather inereaſe tie namber of ſach perfbns; 


whereas to countenance and promote thoſt un. 
| dertakings, would have the . immediate ten- 

dency to extirpate Things Here, as 
in every other 1 0 would 1 find their own 


level. Prople who had heard the upright, wool | 


learn fo detect the deceiver ; and fis trade be- 
ing fpoiled, he would be glad to chauge * 
Evers as things are, which prefents the greateſt 
temptation to the carnal mind, the fituation of 
the ffated, reſpected, beneficed paſfor ? or that 
of the ever: moving. deſpiſed, arid hardly betet 
itinerant? The latter may not be without its at- 


trations to the changeable, the vain. or the in- | 


digent; but ſurely the Drmer is the 


prive.. Let thoſe, therefore, de ate ſ men 


E Arraid 


341. 


afraid of bad itinerants, be till more ain, of 
bad miniſters; and while they. feel all their care 
inſufficient to preſerve the one order pure, let 
them confeſs, that the poſſibility of its JEWS 
abuſed, is no argument againſt either. 
: Another objection againſt field-preaching is, 
that it is dangerous to the ſtate. This would. 
I be a formidable objection at any, time : it is Per; ; 
culiarly ſo at preſent 3 which is perhaps one 
great reaſon why i it isat preſent ſo loudly brought 
forward. But ſurely it will not be ſaid, that the 
| goſpel i is dangerous to the ſtate ; how then can, 
the preaching of it be dangerous ? Does not 
Chriſtianity en join conſcientious ſubjection to 
the powers that be *? Is not the ſpirit of Chriſti- 
anity, a meek and quiet ſpirit? Does not Jeſus 
call the attention of his followers to heaven, and 
teach them ſelf-denial reſpecting all things here 
below! ? Many an uproar has been raiſed againſt 
the goſpel, but it is notwithſtanding, fill the gol-. 

pel of peace. The ſcriptural means of propa-. 
gating it have no tendency, more than itſelf, to 


diſturb 


- ® See this <abjedt TR” in a Sermon which was MTN 
ed by the Author on the laſt general thankſgiving day, and 
lately publiſhed, under the title of * The * of Chriſtians 
to Civil Government,” 
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dillurb ſociety. The charge attaches rather to 
the conduct of thoſe, by whom thoſe means are | 
miſrepreſ ented, and their operation violently op- 
| poſed. What is the fact, with regard to this 
matter? Will any man ſay, that the late dangers 
of the ſtate, w. * by itinerancies, by Sun- 
day-ſchools, or by any of the exertions that are 
now making to promote the cauſe of Chriſt? 
Have not theſe things only begun' to flouriſh 
ſince the ferment ſubſided? Have not their ac. 
| knowledged effects been entirely of a pacific 
and ſalutary nature? But if it be dangerous to 
preach the goſpel in the ſtreets and in the fields, 
it cannot be very ſafe to preach it any where. 
If to confine it within doors be a meaſure of ſafe- 
ty, to extinguiſh it at once will make the ſafety 
complete. Let the objectors ſpeak out; let them 
. own that they hate the goſpel itſelf; that hav- 
ing long laboured to impriſon it, by human re- 
ſtrictions, it grieves them to nnen it an n 
ing at large. | e 
But what if a cw itinerniit Epen of 
the goſpel, be in fact a preacher of ſedition? 
And what if an eſtabliſhed clergyman be a 
preacher of ſedition? Such a thing has been, 5 


Nee in both caſes: and i in both caſes, the 
remedy 


1.36 1 


remedy, we preſume, is the ſame; the las 
the land. This remedy may be applied to the 
erime of the itinerant with as much eaſe and 4 

ſafety, as to that of the clergyman. | The iti- 
nerant's labours are equally public, and more 
narrowly watched by the eye of ſuſpicion, tan 
thoſe of his legally privileged companion. When 
guilty, therefore, detection could not fail to be 
ſpeedy, nor would juſtice be prevented from 
taking its eourſe. If the laws of the land are 
nat to he truſted, what other remedy ſhall we 


find? Shall itinerants be utterly prohibited, and 


the goſpel arreſted in its progreſs, until the world 
can he perſuaded every where to eſtabliſh na- 
tional churches, for the ſalutary purpoſe of keep- 


ing it in order? Or ſhall an office be opened 


for the licenſing of itinerants ; and this. ollie 
put under the direction of thoſe to whom itine- 
raneies are an object of contempt or of jealeu- 


ſy? What would this be, but the power of the 
beaſt, who hath two horns like a lamh, but 
* {peaketh like a dragon, and cauſeth oll. both 


* (mall and great, zich and poor, free and bond. 


to receive a mark in their right hand, or in 


60 . Far wn Kan 0 man MAY: "wy ; ; 
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times meet with the murderous highwayman. 
This is a great evil. But ſhall we! therefore 


prohibit travelling ? Or ſhall we propoſe, that 
none be permitted to travel, without a licenſe? 
Who does not ſee, that highwaymen would be 
_ the firſt to apply for this ſanction to their ma- 

rauding exp 0 
they would ſucceed i in obtaining it; and then 
their trade would be much more ſucceſsful, as 
well as much more ſecure. Until the ineflica- 
ey of the expedient was notorious, people, truſt- 
ing to its operation, would travel without pre- 


caution, and become an eaſy prey to the firſt 


who ſhould attack them; and then the criminal, 


having a, cextulicate: te produce as his warrant 


for being upon the road, would be leſs liable to 
ſuſpicion, and. hardly ever within the reach of 
the law. The thivg is better as it is. Evety 
wan is on his guard. Ever man has an inte; | 
reſt in diſcovering the guilty. The STURA FAR 
laldom. be; committed, for the criminal 
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ions? In ſome inſtances, at leaſt, 
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that he cannot eſcape. -Pheſe obvious leb. 4 5 


tions will eaſily apply to the ſubject before us. 


If itinerancies ſhould be fettered by excluſive 
privileges, the licentiate, if a deceiver, would 


derive from his licenſe a dangerous influence. 


Soon would he venture to relax in his exertio ns, 
or give them a pernieious direction. Mean- 


while the people would be haftied into a ſtate of 


fatal ſecurity, and many of thoſe who might 


be diſpoſed to undeceive them, would be pre- 
vented from their work of faithfulneſs and love, 
dy the want of thoſe qualifications which were 


deviſed by a ſhort-ſighted policy, and engroſſed 


by men who had crept in unawares. Do not evils, 


ſomewhat like -theſe, actually prevail in many 
exiſting eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions? On the other 


hand, as matters ſtand at preſent, with regard to 
itinerancies, every man is known by his fruits. 
The attention of the people is awakened. They 
are taught not to reſpect the perſons of men, 
nor to receive any doctrine becauſe it is preach- 


ed; but to ſearch the ſeriptures, and compare 


what: they hear with the word of God. There 
is therefore a check upon impoſture i in the na- 


** 


rure of things; and unleſs the Bible itſelf be dan- 3 
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There 


on of the merits, of the mesſure. They 


fag, that all ſuch things. tend to unſettle the: minds of the 
2 10 ters ſet oyer, 
them by lan. If dhe eſtabliſhed church, maſt be viewed 
merely as a political engine, the exertions that are made in- 
with their importance and ſue- 


people, and to withd 


dependently of it, together 
| cels, will no doubt .ſhey its deficiency. . But the friends of 


Chriſtianity ſhould be cautious how they reſt: the cauſe. of | 


their Saviour, or the diſcuſſion of any. queſtion belonging to 
it, on the excluſive claims of & civil eſtabliſnment. If Chri- 


ſtianity were to be tried merely by its fitneſs for becoming a | 
\ national religion, it would certainly appear to be far inferior. 
If the miniſters ſet over the peo- | 


to the Jewiſh. 1 6 
ple by law were an e proviſion for the ſucceſs of the 


goſpel, it would indeed be wrong to unſettle the minds of the 


people. But if what has been ſaid in this diſcourſe. be true, 


the ordinary labours of no national body of clergy are ſuffici· 


ent for the purpoſe. The queſtion is, Shall the people 


inſtructed, or ſhall they in any proportion be wilfully left 7 | 


- periſh for lack of knowledge ? Beſides, it is notorious, chat. 
in our eſtabliſhed church the. minds of the people are altes“ 
dy unſettled, by unnatural diviſions within herſelf, There 


is a far greater difference between the preaching and con- 


a& of certain claſſes of her men, thaw there is between 
' the 


8. Le very — made beyond che 
| blimed church, without entering upon, any, 
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| fel-preachin 3 and itinernncies,of warn %s 


ſhould 


we preaching and ebnduct of he preſbhe Bean: ini d one 
or thoſe claſfer. The Giſlinctiot betweeir what ate called tie 
wild and moderate parties of the church of Scotland, attfesi 
not from occaſional and trivial differerices of opinion. Ke 


exiſts between them 4 permanent and rüdital eb 


Principle, which appears very clearly, not only in kad 


clefiatical meafiires,' but alſo ini thefr PUG thi” E 


gravely urged, of the following import 7 ' Albevents ate per. 


to take place, Our eſtabliſhment is feliptercal in its Rand 


ards. Many of the miniſters in it may be bad men; but if 
God has any work to do in any part of chte country, he cat! 
| either convert thoſe bad men, or take them away, and ſupply” 


the vacancies with paſtors according to hib en heart. We 


ought not, therefore, on any pretence of urgeney, to- imerfere- 


with the claims of our eftabliſhment, P amn really not en- 
ſcious of miſrepreſenting this reaſoning, aud yet it is ſo ew. 


ceſſively lame, that perhaps few would Nop to read an-anſwey” | 
to it. Is it then ſo, that every effort by difſenters has been 5 
unwarrantable? Muſt the Holy One ef Ifrael be Limited 


forerer 


* 


chial, and even their personal conduct, n eee © 
Some are ſo amazingly bigoted is ho ptead RY = 
vine and excluffve right of out eftabliſhet church, with 
all her imperfeAions aud corruptions about her. I eight | 
| fare the reader, that 1 am not armefing Hh with u fiticy 
of wy own, but that I have aQualfy' Heard an urgüent 


L : 1 7 
mould Ale We Some l in 
from giving countenance to this mode of inſtruc⸗ 
ting mankind, upon the plea that it cannot 
5 rendered general or permanent.” The pri- 
; mitive practice as to this matter, they. claſs 
among the ſingularities of the age of miracles: 
Similar attempts, they will allow, may be made 
: fil, on extraordinary occaſions, and by extra- 
ordinary or eccentric men, and theſe attempts 
may perllaps be followed with partial and tem: 
porary ſucceſs ; but it is not to be expecked, 
chat they can ever be carried to che perfection, 
extent, and ſtability of ſyſtematic exertion, and 
| therefore little is now to be hoped from their 
influence. Suppoſing all this were true, it would 
by moi means warrant us in diſcouraging: theſe | 
5 aj Fe N 25 | 


2 5 Fi 


e to Shan; ;atitutions which he 18 ates permitted 

take place? If ſuch reaſoning however, were to el 
the eſtabliſhment has ſurely ao right to monopolize it. thers 
miay have ſcriptural principles as well a as the 1 f: the 
eſtablited church. Might we not argue, , kincrincteebyve bern | 
permitted to take place. They ate ſcriptural!” ner o by ö 
ſometimes be bad men, but where God has any work to dein q. 
any part of the country, he can ſend good men,? It would be 
abſurd to turn this argument againſt a ) eſtabliſhmentz and 
this ſhews the abſurdity, of turning 5 bes; uſed the other 


way, againſt itinerancies, 


\ 


- 


0 


5 Fi. 42 1 © 


blaze, In \ preaching the pF, even hs * 
tial and temporary ſucceſs i 1s not to be deſpiſed. * 
Souls may thus be ſaved, Chriſtians may be guck. 5 
ened, ordinances may be obſerved for years to 
| 0 come, with greater diligence, ſolemnity, and pro- | 
fit. But for ſuch revivals, partial and tempo- 
rary as they are, whither would our cold for- 
mality carry us? Theſe means are of a limited © 8 
nature, only when compared with the extent of 
the church univerſal, and with the ſueceſſive 
ages for bringing in her members: E when, con- 
fidered as the means of converting or edifying 
individual ſouls, their i importance is incalculable -. 
and eternal. Nor is their partial influence, 
'F when diſcouraged ſo much as at preſent, a cri- 
|  _ terion for judging what it might be, were Chri- 
| ſtians fo unite in promoting their operation. It 
1 : would be more ſeemly in Chriſtians, to ſeize'e- 
| very hopeful opportunity, and to uſe every pro- x 
miſing mean of uſefulneſs, although the proſpe& _ it W | 
34 were not unbounded, than to act as if they 
3 thought it always deſireable to do as little as 
i peoſfible, and perfectly lawful to do nothing, if 
they had not the certainty of doing all. . 
| But where 1s the impraQiicability of maintain. . "a, ke: 8 
1 : ow a permanent ſyſtem of 1 itinerancy now, more 955 
1 than 


— 


Y — 
* | 2M 


5 K 43 * e 
5 than in i ptimitive times? The Eik of Safes 1 
was not beſtowed to ſupport the zeal of the firſt y 
preachers, nor yet to protect them from perſo- 1 5 
nal inſult and danger. They were as liable to 5 
wearineſs, to grief, to hunger and thirſt, to im- | 


priſonment, to ſtripes, and to death, as other 
men. By miracles God bore witneſs to their 


| teſtimony; , while as yet the canon of ſcripture | 


Was incomplete; 5 but they themſelves lived, 


and ran the race ſet before them, by the very 55 
ſame faith i in Jeſus Chriſt; which has animated 


the juſt in every age. If they had ſome advan- 


tages, ſo have we. The facility and the accom- . $ 


modations of travelling are greatly increaſed. 
Expences now may be more eafily defrayed' by 
numerous and opulent churches. Religious py 
ſecution i is confiderably reſtrained ; and com- 
munication is open through all the er 
There is nothing fupernatural i in the pt Ir 


of 3 itinerancy. We'have many permanent 9. 


tems of this kind for worldly purpoſes, why not 
for purpoſes that are heavenly : ? Shall the army 


and navy be always in readineſs for the moſt | | 


diſtant and arduous expeditions ?. 2? Shall the met- , 0 


4: 


_ chant voluntarily compaſs ſea and land- in ithe 
Lands of commerce ? Shall hterary za] carry | 


? . (4 Js P * N f he L 4 
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words of inſpiratian, whether they will hear, 
or whether they will forbear. Who is there ny 
even among you that would nut the dears : s 


+ 41 


4.4 e 
bs 
oF 


FR botanilt än ſearch of plants, and ſeeds, and $ 5 
flowers, over the rugged face of the whole earth? i > 

hs Shall our venerable and aged judges regularly bo 5 

54 through the fatiguing duty of extenſive . 


circuits? Shall all men be moveable but ls” 
preachers of the goſpel; ? Impoſſible! There have 4 


been, and there ſhall not ceaſe to be, men, raiſ- : 

ed up of God who will obey the command _ 
which faith, © Go ye into all the world, and I | 

Tx preach. the goſpel. to every creature.“ .. e 
verily, their ſound ſhall go into all the earth, 1. 


and their words unto the ends of the world. 


4 Many ſhall run to and fro, and knowledge ſhall 


be increaſed. The ſluggiſh and the merce- 


_ nary. may make many apologies, and be ready 
to murmur at the work of the Lord. But 


that work ſhall not wait for their approbation, 


0 their reluctant concurrence. On the con- 15 
trary, its very proſperity ſeems. to, be connected 5 


with their diſgrace and rejection. 80 ſpeak: the . 


00 « for nought? Neither do ye kindle. fire on mine | 


N „Altars for nought. I. have no plealure in you, 155 5 
faith the Lord ve: hats. e ab i er, 
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* for my name ſhall! 8 great amang be hee 
of hoſts,” Mal. i. 10, 11. 
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| hus have 1 we e endeavoured to they, that el 
5 ot held-preaching and itinera is ju- 1 
ified by ancient and ſcriptural practice; that © NY . 
| 5 is in itſelf ou Ot and ſuitable, and gyght fil es ; 
| and neceſ- | 
Tote Ip. 
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arly ſuitahle in the preſent times, in 


The duſca 


ſeem m es and eee, 


3p Erom what has been 
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ways, for the diffuſion or the goſpel amon ug 1 


ranks and conditions of men. In the days of . 
old, he ſent unto. his people all his ſervants the 


prophets, rifing up early and ſending them; 
and, having at ſundry times, and in divers man- RE 
| ners, ſpoken i in times paſt unto the fathers by 4 
the prophets, he hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken - 


unto us by his Son. The great ſalvation at the 


firft began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and it 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him. When he aſcended up on high, he gave 25 
ſome apoſtles, and ſome pro phets, and ſome 8 


vangeliſts, and ſome paſtors, and teachers; for 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the work of the : 


L miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chrift 1 
| Theſe gifts include the occafional labours of the 1 


evangeliſt, as well as the ſtated labours of the 


| paſtor. Both are therefore to be thankfully re- 
ceived. One glorious proſpect of the latter day Ce. 
is, that then many ſhall run to and fro, and „ 


« knowledge ſhall be increaſed,” Dan. xi. 4. 


Nay, the time is coming, when * they ſhall. 15 
not teach every man his neighbour, and eve- 


« ry man his brother, faying, Know the Lord; 0 


„for all ſhall know him from the leaſt ta te 


e e 1 Heb. vi. xt. Do not theſe worde 


1 


imply, that previouſly to the 1 Predided, 
they ſhall teach every man his neighbour and 


every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; 5 
and that this general teaching. ſhall be ſo ſuc- - 


ceſsful, as, at laſt to be unneceſſary. What 


ſhall we ſay. to theſe things? ? Shall our eye 'be 


evil, becauſe God is good? When we hear that 
perſons are raiſed up of God to preach Jeſus 
Chriſt with fidelity and zeal ; ſhall we be filled | 
with envy for the ſake of men, however emi- | 


nent, who already diſcharge, but can never mo- 
nopolize that office? When we ſee men caſting 


out devils in the name of Jeſus, ſhall we forbid _ 
them becauſe they follow not with us ? Rather | 


let us ſay with Moſes, «.O that all the Lord's 


4 people wefe prophets, and that the Lord \ | = 


6 would pour out his Spirit upon them.“ i 


We are not, indeed, to believe every, "ſpirit, a 5 


but to try the ſpirits whether they are of God; ; 


becauſe many falſe prophets are gone ou t into if 
the world, But how i is this trial of the p pphefs | 
to be made? Not by examining their licenſes, 
their literary degtees, or their epiſtles of human . 
commendation. Theſe things may be all very * 

good in their own place, but they form neither | 


the indiſpenſible, nor the deciſive criterion in 


the 


, 


OY 4s P05 RS 
the © Gen before't us.” 'Whithoever thoſs' are, e © | 
who. ſeem to be ſomewhat, it maketh no mat 


ter to us: God accepteth no man's perſon. B 
their doctrine and their fruits ye ſhalt know 
them. Hereby, beloved, know ye the ſpirit 


e God : Every. ſpirit that confeſſech that Je- 
us Chriſt is come in the fleth, is or Cod; and 


« every. ſpirit that confefleth not that Tefii us 
« Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is not of God: and 


2 this is that ſpirit of Antichriſt, whereof you 
„have heard that i it ſhould cone, and even no-w- 
[8 already i is in the world,” 1 John iv. ' 4 


The faithful preaching of the pure goſpel _ 


: will ever be its own certificate; while all othet 
credentials without it muſt go for nothing. 1 0 


« the law and to the teſtimony ; ; if they bet 


3 not according to this word, it is becauſe there 
« js no light in them,“ Iſa. viii. 20. Let a man 
be loaded with all the honours of all the univer- 


ſities that ever exiſted; let him come forth with 
the higheſt poſſible recommendations of his 


church; give him all the advantages and ore 
naments that can be ſuppoſed to belong to tue 
mere privilege of ordination, whether 6 = 


gational, Preſbyterian, Epiſcopal, or Papal ; if 


alter all, he ſhall Pw another r golpel, which 5 


5 


[49] 


is not another; the — 8 
ed by his rough garment,” as to give him a hear- 


ing; but © the ſtranger they will not follow, but 
will flee from him: for they know not the 


+ voice of ſtrangers.“ On the other hand, let 


the unaccredited itinerant, let even the infa- 
us perſecutor, without cenferring with fleſh 


and blood, now preach the faith which he once 
* deſtroyed; the the church will glorify God in him, 


and they who dem to be pillars, perceiving the 


grace that is given to him, will be conſtrained 


at laſt to give him the right hand of fellow- 
| ſhip. 


ed towards us, in the divine ſcheme of redemp- 
tion, and the contracted policy, which eyery 


where appears in all that is human of religious | 
inſtitutions. Whatſveyer in any degree hinders 


the proclamation of the glad tidings of ſalvation, 
among men of all deſcriptions, and all nations; 


| whatſoever, in ſacred things, does not politively © 


wg, nes proclantatian, is wrong. How 


G Fl remarkable | E : 


The unfettered. ebe of che golpel is 
one of thoſe characters of univerſality which 
 difoguith the Chriſtian from the Jewiſh Jiſpen« | | 
ſuntion, and mark the contraſt between that wiſ- 
m and prudence i in which God hath abound. 
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1 8 J 
returkable are thoſe Wolde ! in the end of our + 
| Bibles ! The Spirit and the Bride ſay, come. 
B 1 and let him that heareth ſay, come. And let 
him that is athirft, come; and whoſoever will 
let him take the water of life freely: 2 Rev. 
xxii. 17. The whole ſyſtem of Revelation, and 
the whole myſtery" of God, in his adorable pro- 
vidence, ſeem here to be reſolved into the pro- 75 2 
viſion that is made for the univerſal propaga- 
tion of the goſpel. The Holy Spirit, and the 
ii 5 Church unite their voice, and continually ery to 5 
ſinners, come. This precious invitation is 10 — 5 
neceſſary to be known, and known without a 3 
moment's delay, that every one that heareth, is, 
noſe the very firſt inſtance, commanded to repeat 8 5 
Like a multiplying, and never ending echo 
ce 205 joyful ſound” muſt be on all ſides tranf. 5 ; 
mitted from one to another, that in this aecepft. 
ed time, in this day of ſalvation, * he that is a 
f * thirſt may come, and whoſoever vill way wh f 
| the water of life freely. PLL „„ 
4 | -F-þ ye ſons of men, who love vanity, and ſeek T9 
Acter lies, is it for nothing that God thus careth 5 
for the preaching of the word? How inconceiv- Do 
ably important muſt that meſſage be, which Je-' 
ſus himſelf came from heaven to deliver, which | 
3 | | ä 


af 
- 


La] | 7 fs 7 
alliwho:dearcit, are; commanded to raped ad. | 


to de inſtant in repeatigg it, in ſeaſon, W 1 
ſeaſon! When wiſdom cneth without, ſhe _ | © | ö 


may ſeem, intruſiye, but is there, not a cauſe ? 
Are not you living far from God, and far from 
righteouſneſs ? eager to fulfil the deſires of the _- 
; flefi-and of the mind? walking according to. {| 
4 this world? Whatis this but following the mul- 
titude to do evil, and going on in the broad 
| Toad that leadeth to deſtruction? You hate the 
voice of natural conſcience ; ſtill more do you 
hate the voice of God's law: how then will . 
vou bear the voice of his ue judgment ? „„ 
Conſcience you may ſometin 
ſtifle; you may flee. from ee or . 
may deſpiſe it: but when the Lord himſelf 
- ſhall- deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and wich the trump 
of God, you ſhall hear him from the very grave. 
If there were no hope, to ſpeak of theſe things 
would de only to torment you, before the time. | 
But, through the tender mercy of our God. „ 
_” Day: ſpring from on high hath: viſited. M 
to give light ta them that fit in darkneſs, and Fe 
in the ſhadow of death, to guide our feet. into 8 
has were, +* God iþ loved the world, | 


"A 


* 


A — * 


1.623 


4 that he gave his only begotten Son, that whi- © 
ſoever believeth in lym, ſhould not periſh, | ED CNS 


« have everlaſting life; for God ſent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 9 
that the world through him might be ſaved.” 


Here the-love of God is manifeſted to ſinners, 
ſuch as you are, It is manifeſted in not ſpar- 


ing his own Son, but delivering him up for all 
thoſe that believe. And whatever guilt men 
may contract by rejecting the goſpel, God ſent 


his Son, not to condemn, but to ſave the world, 
| Behold, now is the accepted time, beh N 1 now. 


is the day of ſalvation. Seek ye the Lord 


while he may be found, call ye — 5 


he is near. Let a little while, and your ſtate 
will be unchangeable. Nay, it is at this mo- 


; n dreadful i in ths extreme. He that be- 


that believeth not is condemned already, be- be- 
* cauſe he hath not believed in the name of 


the only begotten Son of God.“ To diſre- 


gard the teſtimony of an honourable character, 
is a moſt. heinous offence . in every caſe, how 
much more when it is the teſtimony of the Sog þ 
of God: Whatever you may pretend, your un- 
behef ariſes not from want of evidence, bat 
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F 4 


from 
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. condemnatiom, that light 2 nee 
„ world, and men loved darkneſs rather than 
ght, becauſe their deeds were evil. If the 


alarm were falſe, we might jufily be charged with 


endeavouring to obtain an undue influence \over 


your reaſon by working on your paſſions. But if 
the word of God, and the concurring illuſtra- = 
tions of his providence, are to be truſted, the 
danger is real. Of this reality our minds are 
convinced. « Knowing; therefore, the terrors 
« of the Lord, we perſuade men.” The ſubjet | 
_ of our addreſſes, however alarming, recom- 
mends itſelf to your reaſon and conſcience, and 
it ſurely muſt be the higheſt reaſon for them 
be ſeriouſly concerned about things undeniably | 
of unſpeakable moment. What anſwer. then 
ſhall we carry to him that ſent us? Shall we 
return rejoicing that the very ſpirits are ſubiject 
unto us through bis name? or ſhall ve ey. 
Who hath believed our report, and to whom 
is Wee Lord revealed?“ If you will | 
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vou; N 1 be ye ſure of this, that . 


the kingdom of God is come NEAR unto e 2 


Luke x. 17. © 1 
Whatever be the <aſs with many, ate: ee 


bath certainly come to ſome, not in word only, | 
but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and 


in much aſſurance. To ſuch we would ſay, 
Be very thankful that ever you enjoyed theſe 


means of grace yourſelves, and be very ear- 
neſt to afford them to others. Your: faitn 
came by hearing, and hearing by the word of 34 


God. Rejoice. then i m the univerſal proclama- 


tion of that bleſſed word. Give your counte-= 


nance and your aid to all that preach it with 
fidelity and zeal. 


and the Son. If there come any unto vou, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 


into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. 
« For he that biddeth him God ſpeed, is parta- 


* ker of his evil deeds,” 2 John 9, 1o. But 


as to the brethren who are ſtrangers, if a 


bring tiiem forward on their er after LY 
godly ſort, you ſhall do well. Becauſe: that 


_ «+ for his name's ſake they go forth, taking no- 
.« FO the Gentiles. We therefore ought 


:06 8 


„He that abideth in the 
ſt, he hath both the Father 
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to receive Bach, that we might de Now: 
< helpers to the truth,“ 3. John 6, Fo. That 
men who know not the importance of the 
1 pel ſhould take offence at the labouts of itine : 
| rants, is little to be wondered at; bug they -who 
know and believe it, ſhould act in a nobler 
mannet. They ſhould ſhew that they can diſ- 
tinguiſh between the reality and the appear- 
ance, between the word ſpoken and the cir- 

| cumſtances/of the ſpeaker.” | Nay, they ſhould 
be more zealous. to ſhew their reſpect for 
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Which i is uſeful and neceſſury, and yet likely to 

be deſpiſed. Many, even among worldly men, 
may take their opinion upon this ſubject of iti- 
„ neraney from ſome of you. If a difference f 

| _ opinion reſpecting it ſhould appear in the church 
© of Chriſt, if ſome even of the Lord's people, 
ſhould” be diſpoſed: to cavil; the men of the 
world will think themſelves juſtified in treating 
every attempt of the kind, with the moſt un- 
qualified, and unbounded contempt. Whereas 
if thoſe, who ought to know how to diſcern the | 
ſpirits, would ſimply follow the rule of C 
word, without hypocriſy, and without partiali- 8 

ty, they would unite in rejaibing _ Chriſt was 
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preached, and the world moulds get no > countes | 
nance for their enmity from any of them. 

We rejoice that there are not wanting for; 
who, amidſt all the difficulties which ſurroui 
them, are enabled to go every whete preaching 
the word. | Brethren, we reſpect your fortitude. 
We feel che livelieſt intereſt in your Ebeun. 
In all your trials, we would ſincerely ſympathiae 
with you: We would beartily crhamphin pour 
ſucceſs. We would glorify God in you, and learn, | 
on our own. part; a leſſon of humility. Dearly 
beloved brethren, go on and proſper, Continue 
diligent and faithful in the work which you 
have fo hopefully begun. Be not irritated or 
nnn 20 favour... Be cloathed with hu- 
mility ; with the ornament of a meek and quiet 5 
ſpirit, which in the ſight of God is of great price. 
Take heed to yourſelves as well as to your doc- 8 
trine. Keep under your body, and bring it in- 
to ſubjection, leſt that by any means when you 
have preached to others, you yourſelves ſhould | 
be caſt away. Many eyes are upon you, Ma- 
ny pray for your proſperity. Many watch for 
your halting. Cutoff occaſion from them en | 


deſire occaſion, Endure hardneſs as good fol 
ders 3 5 
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diers of. Jeſus Chr. Vour meg, are accom- 1 by 


panied with peculiar dangers. . Pet In 1 0 
„ing often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob- r 
6 bers, in perils by your own countrymen, oy 
M perils by the heathen, i In perils among falle 
0 brethren, in wearineſs and painfulneſs, i in 
be ' watching gs often, in hunger, a and thirſt, in faſt- 
« ings often, i in cold and nakedneſs,” : 2 Cor. xi. 
26, 27. | * But none of theſe things, we truſt, | 
« move you; * neither count vou your lives dear | 
« unto yourſelves, fo that you FL finiſh your | 
C courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which you 
« have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
_ © goſpel of the grace of God,” Acts xx. 24. En- 
dure all things for the elects fakes, that they 
may alſo obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt _ 
« Jeſus, with eternal glory. It is a faithful ſay- . 
ing; for if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo 
„live with him. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign . 
+ with him: if we deny him, he alſo will deny 
© us: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful, 
| he cannot deny himſelf” 2 Tim. ii, 10—1 4. # 
« Bleſſed are ye when, men ſhall revile you, and 
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1 perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of uh LES 


vil againſt you falſely | for Chriſt's ſake. Re- = 


« &« joice and be exceeding glad; for great is your ; 
K reward 
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IT Ree reward | in 10 for io perſecuted they t "= 
prophets which were before you,” Mat. v. 12. 
4 Hereby perceive we the love of God, becauſe 
l 5 « he laid down his life for us; and we ought, to 6 
21 down our lives for the brethren,” 1 John | | 
iti, 16. Be faithful unto death, and Chriſt will 
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« give you a crown of life,” Rev. ii ü. 20. They 

« that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 

« the firmament, and they that turn many to 

6 righteouſneſs, : as the 2 for ever and ever,” 
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